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Everything You Wanted to Know About the Omer:
But Were Afraid (or Didn’t Know) to Ask [Revisited]

|. The Mitzva
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15 And you shall count for yourselves from the morrow after the day of rest, from the day when
you bring the sheaf of the waving; seven weeks, they shall be complete; 16 until the morrow
after the seventh week shall you count fifty days; and you shall offer a new meal-offering to
Hashem.
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9 Seven weeks shall you count for yourselves; from when the sickle is first put to the standing
crop, shall you begin to count seven weeks.

What's missing??

Il. The Rationale(s)

A. Counting Towards
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11 And Moshe said to God,” Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and that | should take the
Children of Israel out of Egypt?’
12 And He said, ‘For | shall be with you-and this is the sign that | have sent you: When you take
the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.’
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8 And you shall count for yourself seven cycles of sabbatical years, seven times seven years;
and the seven cycles of sabbatical years shall be for you forty and nine years. 9 And you shall
sound a broken blast on the shofar, on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of
Atonement you shall sound the shofar throughout your land. 10 And you shall sanctify the fiftieth
year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof; it shall be a
Jubilee for you; and you shall return every man unto his possession, and you shall return every
man to his family. 11 A Jubilee shall that fiftieth year be for you; you shall not so, you shall not
harvest its aftergrowth, and you shall not pick that which was set aside of it for yourself. 12 For it
is a Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; from the field you may eat its crop. 13 In this Jubilee year
you shall return every man unto his possession.

B. Counting From

Numerous commentaries: By the time of the Exodus, these scholars maintain, the Israelites
have been defiled from centuries of immersion in Egyptian society and culture. Numerous
sources, in fact, indicate that the Hebrew slaves were on the verge of becoming irredeemable.
With haste, at the last moment, God pulls the nation back from the brink. The newly freed
slaves, however, must now undergo a process of purification: 49 days- corresponding to 49
levels of impurity descended...

Or seven weeks-corresponding to the seven days of counting required within the laws of
Taharat Hamishpacha. This also explains why count begins 2" day of Pesach (Ohr Hachaim
below)
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C. Between Heaven and Earth
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Spanning two harvests
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Avot: If there is no sustenance, there is no Torah; If there is no Torah, there is no sustenance

D. Additional Messages

¢ Rav Soloveitchik: Between Minyan and Sefira
e Journeys and Goals ( 1mya vs 1nyY)
e Grain to Bread

E. An Additional Halachic Realm

Omer as a Matir- The Laws of |¢' ,wTn

[ll. Historical Overlay
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¢ Fate of Rabbi Akiva’s students during this period
e Reason

e Thematic connection

e Laws and customs

IV. Halachic Laboratory

A. Biblical or Rabbinic Today?
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o The debate (three positions)

e The source

e The ramifications: Safek, Bein Ha’shemashot

e Other examples of biblical/Zecher I'Mikdash transformations
Maror, Arba Minim (Emor)
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B.nim'mn: Complete
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e The Source

e Two opinions concerning temimot : complete counting or complete days

o Ramifications: Safek Berachot; counting during the day; missing a day; continued
counting after counting during the day

V. Final Mystery
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Correlating Rabbi Akiva’s teaching with his students’ fate...
How could it be??? Possibilities....




